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EMIR OF KUWAIT SHEIKH MESHAL AL AHMAD AL
JABER AL SABAH HONOURS INDIAN PRIME MINISTER
NARENDRA MODI WITH KUWAIT'S HIGHEST AWARD
‘THE ORDER OF MUBARAK AL KABEER’



CONDOLENCE

The members of Indian
Federation of United Nations
Associations (IFUNA) deeply

mourn the sad demise of
Dr. Manmohan Singh,
former Prime Minister of
Republic of India and expresses
heartfelt condolences to the
members of his families and the
people of the nation.
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EDITOR’S COLUMN

Trump- “returns to
the global stage”

our years back in January 2021 when Donald Trump
left the White House as President of United States the
scenario was different. Since then much water has

flown round the rivers of the world to change the sce-

nario. More than thousand days ongoing battle between Russia
and Ukraine, conflict in Middle East between Israel and Hamas
and its associates, uncertainty in Syria after Al-Basar exit and
turmoil in Bangladesh are some of the serious questions, the
world today is anxiously looking towards him (Trump) for a
resolve. U. S. has remained deeply involved in one way or other
in these crises during the tenure of Trump’s present predecessor.

Not only the western powers but also most of the nation’s
round the world are anxious and worried to know about Trump’s
future plans in his second coming. There is a rising rumour that
the president-elect will threaten massive tariffs against the
European Union as well as some other countries including China
and to some extent India also.. There’s also concern that Trump
may fracture NATO in his second term. His views on his neighbor
Mexico and immigrants are well known.

However his trip to Paris where he tried to get a first-hand
personal assessment of the situation by a personal talk with
France President Macron and president Zelensky of Ukraine he

has created a hope of good will of his positive approach of the

situation to solve the issues. With his personal relations with
Russian President Putin and other leaders of the countries round
the globe, people are expecting peace in the regions very soon.
There is also a positive response from Putin to meet Trump. Let

us hope for the best.

As far as India is concerned, Prime Minister Modi’s personal
rapport and friendship with President elect Trump is well
known. It is believed, with their mutual understandings and

positive approach India’s relations with United States will

further strengthen to new height.
Elon Musk joins former President Donald Trump during a — Pran Mohan Parvatiyar

campaign rally at site of his first assassination attempt in pmparvatiyar@gmail.com
Butler, Pa. on Oct. 5.Jim Watson
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IFUNA NEWS

Human Rights Day

[FUNA Celebrated

With UTKAL Federation of UN Association
“DIGNITY And Justice For All” Is The Call
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venue, this celebration-cum-Seminar was joined by

former finance minister of Odisha Sj. Shashi Bhusan
Behera, former Union Minister Sj. Bhajaman Behera, former Mass
Education Minister Sj. Nabin Narayan Das and retired judge Sj.
Bhikari Charan Rout as gusts.

The program was inaugurated by WFUNA's Vice President Mr.
Suresh Srivastav through video conferencing mode. The key
speakers at the seminar were Mr. Santosh Mohapatra, policy
analyst & columnist, Ms. Meera Beura, writer and others. While
the welcome address was delivered by UFUNA Secretary General
Dr. Dipayan Pattanaik, the guests and speakers were introduced
by poet Bahadur Patasahani.

The Seminar started with the Day’s theme and key messages
with Sj. Manoranjan Pattanaik on chair. Opening his words on
world peace with reference to the Buddha, Shri Bhajaman ji
mentioned of Ahimsa as the super most value of human race.
Ours being Buddha'’s land of initiation to Ahimas, we should have
become the front runner in restoring and leading world peace;
and it's high time for self evaluation. The right remedy could start
with the reviewing of the caste-system that has been harming our
human rights since ages.

Shri Shashibhusan ji made a mention of the Russia-Ukrain war
that has already played havoc to human life, living and peace,
Polarized war fronts and forums are devastating human rights;

N Human Rights Day was observed at Dhenkanal in
Odisha by UFUNA and IFUNA collaboration this day
the 10th December 2024. Hotel Devkanya serving the
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and the call or command of the world bodies, be it United Nations
or other peace-lobbies are falling to deaf years. Now, the small
forums, collectives at grass root level the world over have to put
forward their appeals. We need to defy the war-mangers. The call,
in the world of UN, should be ‘OUR RIGHTS, OUR FUTURE, RIGHT
NOW".

Shri Navin ji recalling the basics of human rights dealt with
right to life and that too with dignity. Causing harm to livelihood
be it war, unplanned development etc. is clear violation of human
rights. The governments as guardians of people’s interest need to
guard against such acts.

Shri Bhikari Charan ji mentioned of violation of right to life
with an example, that in case a medical person with professional
skills and practice refuses or delays treatment or needful medical
care just on the plea of non-payment of fees, it’s a cognizable case
of human rights violation. Each human life is precious and be
treated as such. Any negligence, any deprivation causing harm to
life, livelihood, social dignity have causing harm to life, livelihood,
social dignity have to be done away with to sustain the
civilization and human race.

Mr. Santosh Mahapatra dwelt on the basic theme of human
rights that starts right from birth; and even when it is in mother’s
womb, Every human body has the right of survival, growth &
right grooming and social-cultural participation. This is to ensure
for every human child full or optimal growth, and thereby
contributing to human civilization. The state and all over the
globe have to take responsibility towards its compliance.

The other dignitaries such as Mr. Upendra Rout, Smt. Smitarani
Samal, Er. Abinash Das placed their valuable observations that
dignity, freedom and justice for all should remain as best
indicators of any civilization and for that matter, our civilization.

In the concluding session Shri Shesadev Rout, a leading social
worker was felicitated for his devotation to people’s welfare. This
was followed by a recital of poems by eminent poets hailing
human dignity, liberty and world peace.

In his thanks- giving address social activist Shri Saroj Satpathy
recalled this year’s UNHR theme- “Our Rights, Our Future”. “And
this call reminds us of our fundamental role in ensuring human
rights irrespective of territorial boundary, religious leaning or
race. And the universal Declaration of Human Rights just not
remain as an academic feature; it needs to be realized”.



UN - DAY

[FUNA and UFUNA observed
79th United Nations Day
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INAUGURATED BY
SHRI SRIKANT
JENA, FORMER
UNION MINISTER,
GOVT. OF INDIA,
THE EVENT WAS
FOLLOWED BY A
SEMINAR ON THE
THEME OF 'STATE &
ROLE OF UNITED
NATIONS TODAY
WITH SRI
MANORAN]JAN PAT-
TANAIK, NATIONAL
VICE PRESIDENT OF
IFUNA ON CHAIR.

N 30th October 2024 at: Hotel Deb
Kanya, Dhenkanal ( Odisha )
eminent  personalities  from
judiciary, social work, political
practices, civil society and media
joined to observe the 79th United Nations Day,
organized jointly by the Utkal Federation of UN
Association (UFUNA) and Indian Federation of
United Nations Associations (IFUNA). The key
concern and message that surfaced was - Time
is running out and the united Nations have to
gear up to effectively match the present
demands of the geo-climatic and other social-
diplomatic changes the world over;
Inaugurated by Shri Srikant Jena, former
Union Minister, Govt. of India, the event was
followed by a Seminar on the theme of 'State &
Role of United Nations Today with Sri
Manoranjan Pattanaik, National Vice President
of IFUNA on chair. At the outset the message for
the Day from Shri Suresh Srivastav, Secretary
General of IFUNA was read out by Dr. Dipayan
Pattanaik that contained general concerns that,
for the UN functions now, many issues remain

unattended especially in the fronts of world
peace and reforming of UN Security Council.

Speaking on the issue of our rights and life
with dignity Hon'ble justice D.P. Choudhury,
former judge of Odisha High Court proclaimed
of the Inherent Rights of Every Human being.
He emphasized on the rights to seek & get
justice; and at the same time living a life of
dignity in an wunharmed nature and
environment. The UN Declaration of Human
Rights that is now warranted to become even
wider has to address the aspect of 'Conflict of
Interest' between many nations, heavy weights
or defined otherwise.

Expressing his views Shri Jena mentioned of
India's participation in the UN processes at very
early stage of its inception. His concern was
focused on the present day's was crisis in the
two major fronts involving Russia & Ukraine
and between Palestine & Israel with overt or
covert support from key allies of politico-
commercial interest of varied nature. In all,
there is mistrust and threat to global life. And it
has to be mitigated since it cannot be
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The Audience

JOINING THE DISCUSSION
SOCIAL ACTIVIST SHRI
SARO] SATAPATHY
BROUGHT IN THE NON-
DEMOCRATIC OR NOT-SO-
DEMOCRATIC APPROACH
OF THE PRESENT DAY'S UN
BODY. AND GIVEN THE
ORIGINAL CHARTERS OF
THIS GLOBAL BODY OF 193
NATIONS, THERE WAS AN
URGENT NEED TO REVAMP
ITS ORGANS.

i

eliminated given the partisan approach of
certain nations belonging to confronting
camps. However, he focused on "acting
locally" with immediate issues of mass
interest and livelihood.

Joining the discussion social activist Shri
Saroj Satapathy brought in the non-
democratic or not-so-democratic approach of
the present day's UN body. And given the
original charters of this global body of 193
nations, there was an urgent need to revamp
its organs.

Former judge and UFUNA Vice-
Chairperson Shri Bhikari Charan Rout hinted
at the core values of civilization that unity,
friendship and love are divinely bestowed
upon man; and on this very context the key
charters of United Nations were shaped up.
Now we have to follow and act upon these
towards universal good.

Shri  Shashibhusan Behera, former

PEOPLE AND UN B JANUARY 2025

Minister and Parliamentarian, in his words,
defended the UN's status as a world-body
with mandates of global welfare and all-
round growth irrespective of its non-
compliance in certain fronts. He stressed on
our part, our active, better say proactive roles
in making the civil society forums more
active & empowered and to see things
happen in favour of mass interest. A majority
of our not-so-poor people have now become
pleasure-seeking and dumb to a good extent;
and this needs to be dropped down,;

Dr. Tusharkanti Nayak a leading social
activist suggested to try hard to involve the
upcoming youth as a priority agenda of
UFUNA. Economic analyst Dr. Santosh
Mohapatra explained on the dominance of
USA over most of the activities of the United
Nations like a "monkey-dance-master".
Countering the opinion that by now the UN
has become 'redundant’, he said that this



global body has been made weaker, - and by
now the most vital organ the Security Council
of the UN has almosme a podium of shadow-
boring; and such state of this august institution
need to be corrected. He also made a mention
of the global corporates who view India only as
a huge market and venue of investment who
again promote dollar hegemony at all costs
exerting influence on the grout-aspiring
nations mostly in Asia, Latin America and
Africa. And the DGP growth concept of
development should not be preached, as it is
being done by our governments; rather the
focus should be on eliminating the inequality
among our people in availing their share of life
with dignity & justice. For this, we need to
strengthen our democratic norms and
institutions with primary focus on poverty
alleviation; and for this poverty shall not be
equated with starvation-line.

During the break, as planned in the

UN -

observation schedule, there was the "Kavita
Pathotsav" (recitation of poems) by a dozen of
poets, mostly on the themes of social justice,
women's empowerment and citizenry duties.
And it added a boost to the theme.

Rejoin theme session Shri Bhajaman
Behera, former Union Minister and
octogenarian politician spoke on the 'UN" s role
towards restoring peace with application of
suitable strategies. Violence and war very
much ils the spirit of the UN formation. We
need to turn back to the Buddhist thoughts and
practices that promotes Ahimsa that is non-
violence; and the fresh pledge of no-war be
given utmost priority. And for this, the social
workers, the alert citizens and professionals
have to replicate the task of the Buddhist
monks as touring-teachers of the communities
across the nation.

Sharing his thoughts on the theme and slap
resonating his response to the points raised in
the course of discussion Shri Brajakishore
Tripathy, former Union Minister &
Parliamentarian placed his hopes on the good
functioning of some of the UN-Organs like
UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR, UNEP etc. Hence, this
global platform-cum-organization is very much
required. As such, basing on the golden principle
" To think globally & Act locally", we need to
localize the UN charters to whatever extent
possible and to put our best efforts at this.

The other contributors at the Seminar were
educationist, Mr. Bimbadhar Behera, Ms.
Meera, Mr. Saroj Satapathy and Dr. Lalit
Narayan Rath and Mr. Bahadur Patasahani, poet
& General Secretary, UFUNA and Mr. Rudra
Prakash Sharan,

The concluding phase: -

(i) There was a resolve to put in a
memorandum to the nation authorities related
to UN affairs towards waging influence to stop
the ongoing wars between Russia & Ukraine and
Israel & Palestine and to restore world-peace.

(ii) There took place a Awarding ceremony
where eminent contributors in various people's-
welfare field were honored with citations in the
hands of the Chief Guest and other honored
guests; and the recipients were :

Prof. Dr. Atanu Mohanty for Orthopedic & Plastic
Surgery, Shri Upendra Rout for Environment Promotion
action, Smt. Smitarani Samal for Womens'
Empowerment & Social work. neer Abinash Das for
Youth Motivation & Social work, Adhyapak, Bijoy Kumar
Sahoo for Youth Education & Social work.

THE INHERENT DIVERSI-
TY OF INDIA'S POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE, CHARACTER-
IZED BY A MULTITUDE OF
REGIONAL AND IDEOLOG-
ICAL INTERESTS, HAS
MADE COALITION-BUILD-
ING A NECESSITY FOR
GOVERNANCE. HOWEVER,
THE CHRONIC INSTABILI-
TY AND GOVERNANCE
CHALLENGES ASSOCIAT-
ED WITH COALITION
GOVERNMENTS UNDER-
SCORE THE NEED FOR A
ROBUST AND SUSTAIN-
ABLE GOVERNANCE
FRAMEWORK.
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IFUNA NEWS

IFUNA observed UN Day with Assam UNA

at

Girijananda Choudhury University, Guwahati

Guwahati, Assam, India
1, Mear Subham Regency, Azara, Guwahzti, Assam
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HE INDIAN Federation of
TUnited Nations Associa-

tions (IFUNA), New Delhi
observed the UN Day in collabo-
ration with the Girijananda
Choudhury University, Guwahati
on 24th October, 2024 at the
premises of esteemed Universi-
ty.

Dr. Aswini Kumar Sarma, Sec-
retary General of UNA - Assam
presided over the meeting.

Dr. Jayanta Deka, Hon'ble
Chancellor of the esteemed Uni-
versity stated that the UN was
formed with the objective of
promoting peace and security in
the world and to prevent the
future World war.

Dr. Nitul Gogoi, IPS, Former
IGP (Assam Police) in his speech
said that the UN was formed on
24th October, 1945 at San Fran-
cisco with 51 countries as origi-
nal members including India.

Earlier, Dr. Aswini Sarma -
Secretary General of UNA -
Assam read out the message of
UN Secretary General Mr. Anto-
nio Guetterus on the occassion.

Mrs. Marami Goswami - Aca-
demic officer of UNA, Assam,
Mrs. Purabi Devi - official of
UNA -Assam, faculties, staffs &
Students of the esteemed Uni-
versity were present on the
occasion.



Neighbour-BANGLADESH

ATTACKS ON MINORITIES

BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES

-AN UNITE

—by VINAYAK SRIVASTAVA
Advocate, Delhi High Court
Additional Secretary
General , IFUNA

4 T

he protection of minorities is the
T basic Human Right and which

forms the very essence of United
Nations Charter. Recent attacks on
minority community of Bangladesh com-
prising of Hindus, Christians and Bud-
dhist have raised serious concerns on
the human right record of Bangladesh
Government most particularly Md. Yunus
Interim Government. Since the fall of PM
Hasina Government, there has been a
targeted attack on Hindus & their places
of worship by Muslim Fundamentalist.
This has raised serious questions on the
ability of the present interim Govern-
ment of Bangladesh to control extremist
elements in Bangladesh society.
Bangladesh being the member of United

D NATIONS PERSPECTIVE

Nations is obliged to defend and protect
rights of the minority community in
Bangladesh. The UN Charter, particularly
through its preamble and Article 1,
emphasizes the promotion of human
rights and the dignity of individuals. The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), recognizes the rights of all indi-
viduals, including the right to freedom
of thought, conscience, and religion
(Article 18) and the right to participate
in cultural life (Article 27). Further Arti-
cle 27 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which
was ratified by Bangladesh in the year
2000, explicitly safeguards the rights of
minorities, stating that in countries with
ethnic, religious, or linguistic minori-
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Hindu minority in Bangladesh have been protesting incidents of violence and rhetoric against them

IN ADDITION TO ITS
INTERNATIONAL OBLI-
GATIONS, THE
BANGLADESH CONSTI-
TUTION PROVIDES
SAFEGUARDS FOR
MINORITY RIGHTS.
ARTICLE 28 OF THE
CONSTITUTION PRO-
HIBITS DISCRIMINA-
TION BASED ON RELI-
GION, RACE, CASTE,
SEX, AND PLACE OF
BIRTH, WHILE ARTICLE
41 GUARANTEES FREE-
DOM OF RELIGION.

ties, individuals belonging to such
groups should not be denied the
right to enjoy their own culture,
practice their religion, or use their
language.

In addition to its international
obligations, the Constitution of
Bangladesh also prohibits discrimi-
nation based on religion, race, caste,
sex, and place of birth (i.e. Article
28), while Article 41 guarantees free-
dom of religion. However, the elec-
tiveness of these constitutional pro-
visions has often been undermined
by in elective government and judi-
cial mechanisms. If any member
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state of United Nations fails to
uphold principles enshrined in UN
Charter, the United Nations has sev-
eral mechanism through which UN
could force such Member state to
take action in this regard. The
Human Right Council (HRC) can call
upon Member states to conduct ses-
sions to discuss and deliberate upon
any human rights violations in any
Member States. In case of abuse of
minority rights, they can call upon
Member State to take action to safe-
guard their rights. They may also
appoint independent human rights
experts, known as Special Rappor-



Neighbour-BANGLADESH

teurs, to advice and report on human

rights issues. In case of crimes
against humanity by any Member
State, International Criminal Court
can take cognizance and pass judg-
ment against the Member State for
any abuse of Human Right.

India being a neighbor and an
active stakeholder in Bangladesh sit-
uation particularly concerning plight
of Hindus, can also take necessary
action against Bangladesh. Instabili-
ty in Bangladesh directly expects
India’s own security and geo politi-
cal interest. To address the issue,
India can directly engage with

Bangladesh Interim Government and
ask them to protect minorities and
their places of worship. India can
also engage United States to pressure
the Bangladeshi Government to
address the issue of minority protec-
tion in Bangladesh. It’s worth noting
that President Trump himself has
condemned the persecution of Hin-
dus in Bangladesh. India can bring
the issue to the international plat-
forms such as United Nations, QUAD,
BRICS and SCO of which it is member

to exert nmore pressure upon
Bangladesh to comply with its
Human Rights obligations. This

THE HUMAN RIGHTS
COUNCIL APPOINTS INDE-
PENDENT HUMAN RIGHTS
EXPERTS, KNOWN AS SPE-
CIAL RAPPORTEURS, TO
ADVICE AND REPORT ON
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES.
SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS
ON MINORITY ISSUES OR
FREEDOM OF RELIGION
CAN INVESTIGATE AND
REPORT ON THE SITUA-
TION IN BANGLADESH,
PROVIDING A PLATFORM
FOR INTERNATIONAL
ADVOCACY.
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Neighbour-BANGIADESH

One move by India can damage Bangladesh
severely as Dhaka is 94% dependent on India.

India-Bangladesh
relations have slumped
after the ouster of
former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, and an
interim government
led by Muhammad
Yunus, coming to the
helm in Dhaka.

angladesh, which shares 94 percent of its border

Bwith India, is highly dependent on its larger
neighbour, especially from an economic and

security point of view. Bangladesh's 4,367 km long
border makes it dependent on India for security and
trade, with New Delhi being Dhaka's biggest trading
partner.

In 2022-23, the total trade between India and
Bangladesh was $16 billion, in which the latter's
exports to the former only accounted for around $2
billion, meaning Dhaka has massive trade deficit with
New Delhi. Bangladesh imports key products and
essentials such as cotton, food grains, sugar, electron-
ics, and steel, among others from India, and halting of
trade would undoubtedly cripple Dhaka's economy.

Bangladesh's textile industry, which is the back-
bone of the country's economy, contributing 11 per-

THE BANGLADESH GOV-
ERNMENT'S RESPONSI-
BILITY TO SAFEGUARD
THE RIGHTS OF MINORI-
TY COMMUNITIES,
ESPECIALLY HINDUS,
CHRISTIANS & BUD-
DHIST IS BOLSTERED BY
BOTH INTERNATIONAL
LAW AND DOMESTIC
LEGAL FRAMEWORKS.
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cent to its GDP, is also dependent on India. According
to reports, India exports 35 percent of its total cotton
produce to Bangladesh, and the country's textile

industry will be badly hit if these imports are stopped.

As per reports, Bangladesh has suffered a loss of
Rs 2 lakh crore since the fall of Sheikh Hasina in
August, due to which the country's which the GDP
growth rate has dropped to under 5 percent, from the
earlier 6.3 percent. Additionally, a rapid decline has
been witnessed in per capita income and soaring

includes supporting/introducing
resolutions that condemn violence
against minorities and calling for
accountability. If the Indian govern-
ment deems it necessary, it can
impose economic sanctions on the
Bangladesh government if it fails to
protect the rights of its citizens.
The Bangladesh government’s
responsibility to safeguard the
rights of minority communities,
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inflation has worsened the situation.

Bangladesh's textile industry is also facing heavy
losses and many companies are on the brink shutting
their operations due to the deteriorating law and
order situation, and the increasing violence against
minorities, especially the Hindus, in the country.
Bangladesh's textile industry is the second largest in
the world after China, with many top global brands
manufacturing their apparel in the country.

--- india.com

especially Hindus, Christians &
Buddhist is obligated by both inter-
national law and domestic legal
frameworks. Rise of attacks upon
minorities , may tarnish the image
of Bangladesh as responsible
nation. It is in their own interest to
take action in this regard otherwise
the Nation risk facing similar fate
like what their foe Pakistan has
become



DIPLOMACY-GULF

PM Modi's historic visit to Kuwait
strengthens strategic ties,
champions India-GCC partnership

Both countries acknowledged the significant contributions of
the Indian community in Kuwait's economic development

INDIA, KUWAIT BOLSTER DEFENCE TIES
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. L . . .. . . . .. KUWAIT'S CROWN PRINCE
Tne historic visit of the Indian Prime Minister ~ with Kuwait during the PM's visit. SHEIKH SABAH KHALED
Narendra Modi to Kuwait on Dec 21-22, has Four major bilateral documents between  Al-HAMAD AL-SABAH (R)
culminated in the signing of Prime Minister  both friendly nations, Kuwait and India have  RECEIVING INDIA'S PRIME
Narendra Modi's visit to Kuwait resulted in signif-  agreed on raising their bilateral ties to a 'strategic =~ MINISTER NARENDRA MODI
icant achievements, with multiple memoran- partnership’, based on the deep-rooted and cor- (L) AT BAYAN PALACE IN
dums of understanding (MoUs) signed between dial relations between the two countries. . "This gvz\’dmzz CITY ON DECEMBER

the two nations.

India, which reported trade worth $184.46
billion with Kuwait and other GCC countries,
including the UAE, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman,
and Qatar-in 2022-23, further cemented its ties

MoU will institutionalize bilateral cooperation in
the area of defence, and key areas of cooperation
include training, exchange of personnel and
experts, joint exercises, cooperation in the
defence industry, supply of defence equipment,

PEOPLE AND UN B JANUARY 2025 .| ;




DiPLOMACY-GULF

INDIA’S PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI MEETS 101-YEAR-OLD EX-IFS OFFICER
MANGAL SAIN HANDA DURING A WELCOME BY THE INDIAN DIASPORA ON HIS
ARRIVAL, AT A HOTEL IN KUWAIT CITY ON SATURDAY.

"INDIA AND KUWAIT,"
AN OFFICIAL OF INDIA
ATTENDING THE FUNC-
TION, SAID, "SHARE A
DEEP HISTORY, WITH
MANY COMMONALITIES
-- WHETHER IN OUR
CULTURES, OUR FUNC-
TIONING DEMOCRACIES,
OR OUR LONGSTANDING
RELATIONSHIP. MODI'S
VISIT ALSO OFFERS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO
ADDRESS SOME PER-
CEPTIONS HERE IN
KUWAIT.

and collaboration in research and development,
among others," a government statement said.

Defense Cooperation Agreement -- This
includes training exchanges, joint exercises,
defense industry collaboration, and supply of
defense equipment, along with research and
development initiatives.

Cultural Exchange Program (2025- 2029) --
This agreement will promote cultural exchanges
between India and Kuwait, focusing on art,
music, literature, theater, and the preservation
of cultural heritage.

Executive Program for Sports Cooperation
(2025-2028) -- This program aims to enhance
bilateral cooperation in sports, including the
exchange of sports leaders, and expertise in
sports medicine, management, media, and
sports science.

International Solar Alliance Membership --
Kuwait has joined the International Solar
Alliance, which focuses on scaling up the use of
solar energy and addressing key challenges in
developing low-carbon growth trajectories.

Contributions

Both countries have acknowledged the sig-
nificant contributions of the Indian community
in Kuwait's economic development, particularly
in sectors like health and education, oil indus-
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tries to engineering, medical, IT and finance
professionals and to further strengthen cooper-
ation, separate working groups in these sectors
will meet regularly to explore new avenues for
collaboration.The meetings with Kuwait's lead-
ership that focused on the shared historical and
cultural ties between India and Kuwait have
reaffirmed both nations' commitment to elevate
their relationship to a strategic partnership.

Modi's visit marks the deep-rooted ties
between the two countries and laid the ground-
work for enhanced bilateral cooperation across
various sectors. India has been thriving and con-
tributing to the country's development since
the 1940s. Considering this, there should have
been more high-level engagements between the
two countries. With Prime Minister Modi's visit
to Kuwait, following his visits to other Gulf
nations, it is believed that it will bring about
many positive changes and open up new
avenues of cooperation,”

Share

"India and Kuwait," An official of India
attending the function , said, "share a deep his-
tory, with many commonalities -- whether in
our cultures, our functioning democracies, or
our longstanding relationship. Modi's visit also
offers an opportunity to address some percep-
tions here in Kuwait. "The Middle East is
increasingly looking eastward, and India is well-
positioned to play a key role in this shift, as it
has done successfully in other Gulf nations, par-
ticularly the UAE.He went on to say, the labor
force in Kuwait is diverse, and its members have
helped shape the economic landscape over the
years. While incidents do occur from time to
time, including unfortunate losses, it is impor-
tant to highlight that Kuwait has a robust legal
and labor framework to address such issues. "In
fact,” he added, "Kuwait's labor laws are
designed to protect workers, and violations are
handled with due process."

He disclosed, in the area of manpower, a
dedicated joint working group will address
issues related to Indian workers in Kuwait,
ensuring their well-being and addressing any
challenges they may face. India's growing
engagement with Kuwait goes beyond being a
source of labor supply and is increasingly being
seen as a key partner in Kuwait's broader vision
for 2035. This evolving relationship highlights
India's expanding role in Kuwait's economic
development, especially in light of the country's



DIPLOMACY-GULF

INDIA’S PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI SIGNS A COPY AS HE MEETS

ABDUL LATEEF ALNESEF, THE BOOK PUBLISHER AND ABDULLAH BARON,

THE TRANSLATOR OF RAMAYANA AND MAHABHARATA IN THE ARABIC
LANGUAGE AT A HOTEL IN KUWAIT CITY.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI RECEIVES A WARM
WELCOME FROM MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN DIASPORA
ON HIS ARRIVAL AT KUWAIT.

massive funds and substantial investment Solar Alliance. "The International Solar

plans, he added. He said, Modi is optimistic
about the future of India-Kuwait ties, high-
lighting the role of the Indian community in
shaping the relationship and the promising
opportunities for further cooperation in the
years ahead

Another key development was the cultural
exchange programme (CEP) signed for the
years 2025-29. "The CEP will facilitate greater
cultural exchanges in art, music, dance, litera-

Alliance collectively covers the deployment of
solar energy and addresses key common chal-
lenges to the scaling up of use of solar energy
to help member countries develop low-carbon
growth trajectories,” the government said.
Kuwait remains one of India's top trading
partners, with bilateral trade valued at $10.47
billion in the financial year 2023-24. India is a
key partner for Kuwait, and the Indian commu-
nity forms the largest expatriate group in the

ture, and theatre, cooperation in the preserva-  Gulf nation. Kuwait is also India's sixth-largest ANOTHER KEY DEVELOP-
tion of cultural heritage, research and develop- crude oil supplier, meeting 3% of its energy MENT WAS THE CULTUR-
ment in the area of culture, and organizing fes- needs. Indian exports to Kuwait reached $2 bil- AL EXCHANGE PRO-
tivals," the statement said. lion for the first time, while investments from GRAMME (CEP) SIGNED
In the field of sports, an executive pro- the Kuwait Investment Authority in India FOR THE YEARS 2025-29.
gramme was introduced to bolster bilateral exceeded $10 billion. "THE CEP WILL FACILI-
cooperation. "The executive programme will Indians constitute 21 per cent (1 million) of TATE GREATER CULTURAL
strengthen bilateral cooperation in the field of the total population of Kuwait and 30 per cent EXCHANGES IN ART,

sports between India and Kuwait by promoting
exchange of visits of sports leaders for experi-

of its workforce (approximately 9 lakh). Indian
workers top the private sector as well as the

MUSIC, DANCE, LITERA-
TURE, AND THEATRE,

ence sharing." Moreover, it will include partic- domestic sector workforce list, according to COOPERATION IN THE

ipation in programmes and projects related to  Indian Embassy in Kuwait. PRESERVATION OF CUL-

sports, exchange of expertise in sports medi- Meanwhile, the Indian Embassy in Kuwait TURAL HERITAGE,

cine, sports management, sports media, and disclosed Prime Minister Modi has extended RESEARCH AND DEVEL-

sports science, among others. an invitation to His Highness Sheikh Ahmad OPMENT IN THE AREA OF
A notable highlight of the visit was Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Prime Minis- CULTURE, AND ORGANIZ-

Kuwait's membership in the International ter of Kuwait to visit India. ING FESTIVALS," THE

STATEMENT SAID.
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DEFENCE

Rajnath Singh in Moscow

pushes Russia to speed up defence contracts

Russian defense chief commends
growing defense ties with India

A SEPARATE MOU WAS
SIGNED BY RUSSIAN
HELICOPTERS AND INDO-
RUSSIAN HELICOPTERS
LTD FOR LOCALISATION
OF COMPONENTS TO BE
USED IN KAMOV KA-226
HELICOPTERS. INDIA HAS
PLANS TO BUY 200 KA-
226 HELICOPTERS.

——=

ussian Defence Minister Andrei Belousov
Rrsnet with India’s Defence Minister Rajnath
ingh to discuss strengthening bilateral ties

and military cooperation. Rajnath Singh highlight-
ed the successful collaboration between the two
countries on multilateral platforms, including the
G20, BRICS, and SCO. Belousov emphasized the
strong, time-honored friendship between Russia
and India, built on mutual respect and trust. Both
ministers reviewed key areas for enhancing mili-
tary and military-technical cooperation between
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their nations, focusing on mutual goals for regional
and global stability. On defence contracts, India and
Russia have inked deals worth $16 billion. Moscow
has stated that they are committed to the timely
implementation of contracts, including the supply
of S-400 air defence systems and production of
Kalashnikov rifles and Kamov helicopters. Rajnath
Singh has reportedly sought the advanced delivery
of the Russian S-400 anti-aircraft missile defence
system and the purchase of Russian-made Su-
30MKi jet fighters and MiG-29. India and Russia



DEFENCE Kk

Andrey Belousov stressed that the relationship based on trust
between the two countries’ leaders was crucial for strengthening
bilateral ties between Russia and India

oscow and New Delhi are effective-
Mly developing defense cooperation,

Russian Defense Minister Andrey
Belousov said. "We are pleased with the
robust level of defense cooperation between
Russia and India on multilateral platforms,
primarily within the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and the ASEAN Defense Minis-
ters' Meeting," he stated during talks with
Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh.

The Russian defense chief stressed that
the relationship based on trust between the
two countries’ leaders was crucial for
strengthening bilateral ties between Russia
and India. Belousov thanked his counterpart
for visiting Moscow to hold the 21st meet-

Vladimir Putin Received Defence Minister
Of india Rajnath Singh, Who Was In russia
On a working Visit, In the kremlin. russia’s
Defence Minister andrei Belousov Is Sitting Next
To President Putin.

thoroughly discuss critical issues related
to bilateral defense cooperation."Despite
geopolitical challenges and great pressure
both in public and in private, India has
made a conscious decision to not only
continue its close engagement with Rus-
sia, but also to deepen and expand the
cooperation, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said in Moscow (December 10,
2024). India has always stood by its Russ-
ian friends and will continue to do so in
future, he said later in a meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Putin.We will
always be with our Russian colleagues,
Mr. Singh said, addressing the 21st India-
Russia Inter-Governmental Commission

ing of the Russian-Indian Intergovernmental
Commission on Defense Cooperation. He not-
ed that Moscow and New Delhi "share a
strong friendship based on mutual respect,
which has stood the test of time."

According to Belousov, the outcome of
this year’s meetings between Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, which took place in Moscow
in July and on the sidelines of the BRICS

group’s summit in the Russian city of Kazan in
October, "helped strengthen our special and
privileged strategic partnership, including in
the defense sector.” "We are committed to
executing all the agreements that were
reached at the highest level. I am confident
that our meeting will contribute to further
boosting Russia-India relations in the field of
defense and security,” Belousov stressed,
adding that the meeting was expected "to

on Military & Military Technical Cooperation
(IRIGC-M&MTC), which he co-chaired with his
Russian counterpart Andrey Belousov in
Moscow.

During the meeting, Shri Rajnath Singh
said "Friendship between our countries is
higher than the highest mountain and deeper
than the deepest ocean.” India has always
stood by its Russian friends and will continue
to do so in future, he added.

signed the S-400 deal worth more than $5 billion in
2018 and is currently due in December 2021.

The two countries signed 14 memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) during Defexpo 2020 in

his official visit to Russia amid the pandemic is a
sign of special friendship with the country. Despite
all the difficulties of the pandemic, our bilateral
relations are keeping good contacts at the various

Lucknow in February this year that covered devel- levels,” the Minister said. TERMING HIS MEETING
opment and production of land, air and naval sys- Terming his meeting with Russia’s Deputy = WITH RUSSIA’S DEPUTY
tems and hi-tech civilian products. Prime Minister Yury Borisov as “very positive and PRIME MINISTER YURY

A separate MoU was signed by Russian Heli-
copters and Indo-Russian Helicopters Ltd for locali-

productive”, Singh on Tuesday said he was assured
by the Russian leadership that all ongoing contracts

BORISOV AS “VERY POSI-
TIVE AND PRODUCTIVE”,

sation of components to be used in Kamov Ka-226  for military supplies will proceed as scheduled and  SINGH ON TUESDAY SAID
helicopters. India has plans to buy 200 Ka-226 hel-  be completed speedily despite the impact of the HE WAS ASSURED BY THE
icopters. Covid-19 crisis. RUSSIAN LEADERSHIP
Indian Air Force (IAF) signed a Rs 1,500 crore “I have been assured that ongoing contracts THAT ALL ONGOING CON-
deal with Russia for buying R-27 air-to-air missiles. ~ will be maintained and not just maintained, ina  TRACTS FOR MILITARY
The missiles will be fitted on the IAF’'s multi-role  number of cases will be taken forward in a shorter =~ SUPPLIES WILL PROCEED
Su-30MKI fighter jets. The missiles will further time,” he said. AS SCHEDULED AND BE
boost the air-to-air combat capability of the Indian He added that all proposals have received posi- ~COMPLETED SPEEDILY
Air Force. tive response from the Russian side and he is fully ~ DESPITE THE IMPACT OF

Meanwhile, Rajnath Singh, in a tweet, said that

satisfied with the discussions.

THE COVID-19 CRISIS.

PEOPLE AND UN B JANUARY 2025 ] 9



SPOTLIGHT
Sri Lanka's President Visits India

In India, Sri Lanka’s Dissanayake
Reasserts Partnership

Colombo's new leader for better ties with New Delhi

President Anura Kumara Disanayaka concluded the State Visit to India, at the invitation of Indian President Droupadi Murmu, from
15-17 December 2024. This was his first State Visit since being elected President in September, symbolizing the deep rooted cultural
and civilizational ties and the vibrant contemporary relationship nurtured by the two countries.

DISSANAYAKE'S
PREDECESSOR
INSTITUTED A ONE-
YEAR MORATORIUM
ON SUCH VESSELS
FROM ANY COUN-
TRIES IN JANUARY,
BUT THAT IS GOING
TO END SOON.

newly elected Sri Lankan President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake visited India in mid-
December.to meet Indian Prime Minister Namenda
Modi. In a far-ranging joint statement, the two
leaders agreed to step up economic, energy, and
defense cooperation.

Most importantly, Dissanayake assured Modi
that Sri Lankan territory won't be used "in any way
that is detrimental” to India's interests, a possible
reference to Indian concerns about Chinese
research vessels docking in Sri Lanka and conduct-
ing surveillance. Dissanayake's predecessor insti-
tuted a one-year moratorium on such vessels from

In his first overseas trip since taking office, the

PEOPLE AND UN B JANUARY 2025

any countries in January, but that is going to end
soon.

India faces a challenge with the arrival of a few
new leaders in its neighborhood who it sees as pro-
Beijing, including Dissanayake. But his visit
reasserted a long-standing partnership with India,
and it offers a reminder that China-friendly leaders
are not necessarily China-leaning leaders-they just
want to balance ties between the two Asian powers
better.

For all the talk of Dissanayake's leftist politics
and his party's Marxist past, which suggest that he
might align with China ideologically, he has consis-
tently signaled his commitment to partnership
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President Disanayaka also travelled to Bodh Gaya, where he paid homage to the sacred relics of the Buddha, Vajrasana which marks the
location of the Buddha's enlightenment and the sacred Bodhi Tree. He offered Buddha pooja and alms to the resident venerable monk.

with India. In February, Dissanayake traveled to
India while still a presidential candidate and met
Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar;
they met again in Colombo in October.

I am thankful to Her Excellency President
Shrimati Droupadi Murmu and His Excellency
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for the invita-
tion extended to me and the warm welcome and
hospitality. The deep-rooted civilizational ties
and the strong bilateral cooperation between our
two countries have been elevated during this vis-
it. My visit occurs at an important juncture in the
political scenario of both our nations where our
peoples have explicitly spoken through the dem-
ocratically established electoral systems and giv-
en us the mandate to steer our countries along
the path of sustainable development, social
empowerment and prosperity.

I clearly understand that the essence of
democracy lies in the coexistence of diverse polit-
ical views and groups,” said President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake in his address at New Delhi.

India has always been an integral part of the
growth and development of Sri Lanka throughout
history, from sharing the precepts of the Dhamma
to being a partner in our developmental progress.

My visit to India today demonstrates these
close and friendly ties that we have been enjoying
since time immemorial.

Just a while ago, Prime Minister Modi and I

along with our respective delegations concluded
our bilateral deliberations. We carried out a com-
prehensive review of the present status of our
relations and exchanged views on the ways and
means to further strengthen our cooperation in
areas of mutual interest in the future.

I thanked Prime Minister Modi and the Gov-
ernment of India for the unwavering support
extended to Sri Lanka, especially during the
unprecedented economic crisis the country
underwent in 2022 and for strongly supporting
Sri Lanka's debt restructuring process. Prime
Minister Modi assured India's full commitment
for the sustained economic growth of Sri Lanka in
keeping with the special place Sri Lanka occupies
in India's foreign policy framework.

Prime Minister Modi and I acknowledged the
importance of intensifying political engagements
at various levels, including through cooperation
between the parliamentary institutions of the
two countries.

We also discussed trade and investment
cooperation between the two countries and
investments in key sectors.

I wish to conclude by reiterating that Sri
Lanka attaches great importance to the continu-
ous development and deepening of cooperation
with India, which I have no doubt would be fur-
ther consolidated in the years to come,Sri Lanka
President said.

I THANKED PRIME MINIS-
TER MODI AND THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF INDIA FOR
THE UNWAVERING SUP-
PORT EXTENDED TO SRI
LANKA, ESPECIALLY DUR-
ING THE UNPRECEDENT-
ED ECONOMIC CRISIS THE
COUNTRY UNDERWENT
IN 2022 AND FOR
STRONGLY SUPPORTING
SRI LANKA'S DEBT
RESTRUCTURING
PROCESS. PRIME MINIS-
TER MODI ASSURED
INDIA'S FULL COMMIT-
MENT FOR THE SUS-
TAINED ECONOMIC
GROWTH OF SRI LANKA
IN KEEPING WITH THE
SPECIAL PLACE SRI LAN-
KA OCCUPIES IN INDIA'S
FOREIGN POLICY FRAME-
WORK.
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Did Viadimir Putin let Bashar
al-Assad's regime fall in Syria?

Was he already cultivating new relationships in the region?
Did Russia knew the Assad regime was doomed to collapse?

The fall of President Bashar al-Assad raises critical questions about the
future of Syria and who speaks for its people

ANALYSIS

Was Russia tipped off?

Bashar al-Assad with Vladimir Putin

W by P.M. Parvatiyar

ust 12 hours before the fall of Damascus, Russia, Iran and
Tiirkiye met on the sidelines of the Doha Forum.

Top of the agenda: the impending collapse of the Syrian
regime.The trio were trying to determine if Bashar al-Assad's

"BUT MY POINT IS I AM government was salvageable.The three countries issued a
NOT IN THE BUSINESS  strong statement calling for the preservation of Syria's
OF GUESSING WHAT IS territorial integrity, and for negotiations between rebel
GOING TO HAPPEN. WE  group Hay?at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) and Bashar al-Assad.
ARE TRYING TO NOT But by this point, the diplomats most likely knew it was
ALLOW TERRORISTS TO  all overIn an interview with Al Jazeera, Russian Foreign
PREVAIL, EVEN IF  Minister Sergey Lavrov became increasingly frustrated as the
THEY SAY THEY interviewer pressed him on the unfolding situation.
ARE NO LONGER TER- "If you want me to say we lost in Syria, we are so desperate
RORISTS." __if this is what you need, let's continue,” Mr Lavrov said.
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"But my point is I am not in the business of guessing what
is going to happen. We are trying to not allow terrorists to
prevail, even if they say they are no longer terrorists.”

Putin could have sent more firepower - but he didn't

There's no doubt the toppling of the Assad regime
significantly weakens Vladimir Putin's Middle East power.
But it's also clear that Russia was wary of getting caught up
in another decades-long conflict.It also has other strategic
relationships with Tirkiye and the Arab Gulf states that it
perhaps didn't want to sacrifice for a dying regime.

In the lead-up to the collapse, Russia did launch air
strikes on Syrian rebels in support of the Syrian Arab Armed
Forces, but not enough to counter the rebel advances on the
capital, Damascus.Assad's own men put up no fight and
abandoned their posts.

If Putin had really wanted to, he could have sent in more
military firepower - but he didn't.



So, why did the Kremlin effectively sit back as Syria fell
to rebel forces?

Firstly, at least for Putin, his hands were full with the
war in Ukraine and he didn't really want to divert resources
elsewhere.lran and Lebanon, both backers of Assad, were
also fighting battles of their own, with Israel relentlessly
targeting what was the region's strongest rebel force,
Hezbollah, in recent months.

The writing was on the wall for Russia. Throwing more
resources at Syria wasn't going to turn things around for
Bashar al-Assad.

" think the Russians, much like the Iranians, knew that
Assad was done for," says Julien Barnes-Dacy, the director of
the Middle East and North Africa program at the European
Council on Foreign Relations.

"He was completely hollowed out and they didn't have
the resources or the willingness to go back in with a military
force.

"[ think this was also a question of them cutting their
losses [and] realising that they couldn't bear the pain of
backing Assad."

So, Vladimir Putin appears to have done the
unthinkable: striking a deal with his friend's enemy.

The speculated deal? Agreeing with the rebel HTS forces
to let the Assad regime fall quickly, as long as Russia could
maintain its strategically important military bases in Syria.

"[ think they did strike a deal," Mr. Barnes-Dacy says.

"They helped tell Assad that he had to leave, and I think
that obviously smoothed the way for a cleaner transition than
many people were anticipating. And I think the likes of Tiirkiye
and Arab states clearly welcome that,” he said.

The Kremlin has since said it would enter into talks
with incoming authorities in Syria about Russia's future
military presence.

"Even if there is an agreement, will it hold? Because, of
course, when the rebels and others are coming through to try
and take Damascus, they'll sign whatever is put in front of them
if it means that Assad can be swiftly deposed," Mr Barnes-
Dacy says.

"But who knows where we'll stand in six months, in a
year, in two years? And obviously there's a lot of frustration
and bitterness towards the Russians and the Iranians and
Syria.

" don't necessarily think that the new Syrian
government and those that have come out of Idlib are going
to be looking to facilitate an ongoing military presence by
the country that was bombing them."

But for Russia, it's better than nothing. To lose all
presence after decades of investment would have been an
even harder blow.

Russia's military bases in Syria: Moscow has two
military bases in Syria, which are considered among the
Kremlin's most strategically important military outposts:

the Khmeimim Air Base near the port city of Latakia and the
Tartus naval base on the Mediterranean coast.

The Tartus naval base is particularly critical, providing
Russia with its only direct access to the Mediterranean Sea
to conduct naval exercises, dock warships and even host
nuclear submarines. Established by the Soviet Union in the
1970s, it was expanded and modernised by Russia in 2012 as
the Kremlin began to increase its support for President
Assad's regime. Maintaining the base is critical for Moscow,
given it has now lost its title as regional powerbroker for
conflicts between Israel, Iran and Syria.

Russia and its mercenary groups, such as the Wagner
Group, already have footholds across Africa's Sahel region,
which includes countries such as Niger, Mali and Burkina
Faso."It's served as a transit point for their operations.
Clearly, it's played a very helpful instrumental role in Russia
projecting its power into the Mediterranean and Aftica," Mr.
Barnes-Dacy says. "So if that base [in Syria] is lost, if that
naval capability is cut off, that will hurt Moscow's ability to
project power in that way."

With Hezbollah, Hamas and Syria on the back foot and
all but destroyed, the theory now is that Putin will lean into
other non-state actors within Iran's so-called Axis of
Resistance.

Russia looks to Yemen's Houthis: Moscow has in recent
years established and been building its presence in North
Africa and Yemen, in particular its relationship with the
Houthi rebels."The indicators are there ... that this
relationship is already underway and has been increasing,"
University of Sydney Professor Sarah Phillips told the ABC
news. "There have been some weapons transfers - not huge,
from what we can tell, but there have been weapons
transfers from Russia going to the Houthis.

"There's been exchange in intelligence, there have been
military advisers from Russia in Sana'a, and there's been some
fighters from the Houthis reportedly going to fight in Ukraine as
well."

The actions of Yemen's Houthis in the Red Sea have

RUSSIA AND ITS MERCE-
NARY GROUPS, SUCH AS
THE WAGNER GROUP,
ALREADY HAVE
FOOTHOLDS ACROSS
AFRICA'S SAHEL
REGION, WHICH
INCLUDES COUNTRIES
SUCH AS NIGER, MALI
AND BURKINA
FASO."IT'S SERVED AS A
TRANSIT POINT FOR
THEIR OPERATIONS.
CLEARLY, IT'S PLAYED A
VERY HELPFUL INSTRU-
MENTAL ROLE IN RUS-
SIA PROJECTING ITS
POWER INTO THE
MEDITERRANEAN AND
AFRICA," MR. BARNES-
DACY SAYS. "SO IF THAT
BASE [IN SYRIA] IS LOST,
IF THAT NAVAL CAPA-
BILITY IS CUT OFF, THAT
WILL HURT MOSCOW'S
ABILITY TO PROJECT
POWER IN THAT WAY."
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ouster:- Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
ccused the US, Israel, and an unnamed neighboring country,
likely Turkey, of orchestrating the toppling of Assad in Syria.

In Short

W Assad accused Turkey of backing rebels to overthrow him,
Iranian officials say

W [ran expressed Assad's concerns to Turkey over rebel support
,say Iranian officials

W Assad's ouster seen as blow to Iran-led power axis

In the final days leading to his ouster, Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad complained to Iran's foreign minister that Turkey was
actively supporting Sunni rebels in their offensive to topple him, two
Iranian officials told Reuters this week.

Five decades of rule by Assad's family ended on Sunday when
he fled to Moscow, where the government granted him asylum. Iran
had backed Assad in Syria's long civil war and his overthrow was
widely seen as a major blow to the Iran-led "Axis of Resistance”, a
political and military alliance that opposes Israeli and US influence
in the Middle East

HTS risks: 'spreading themselves too thin'-Rob Geist Pinfold, a
professor of peace and security at Durham University, says HTS is
facing an "extremely complicated balancing act" as Syria attempts to
form a government.

"HTS does not have the people to run the Syrian government. It
cannot get rid of everyone and then basically create a source of
resentment - a bunch of armed or experienced men who want to
start an insurgency like we saw with de- Baathification in Irag," he
told Al Jazeera. "But at the same time, they will face calls for justice.”
Pinfold said the real risk for HTS is "spreading themselves too thin"
as Syria faces financial struggles during its rebuilding."This is not, at
the moment, a wealthy country,” he said. "This is a broken and war-
torn country that's going to need rebuilding.""So I think we shouldn't
set too high aspirations for HTS and its new government."

A:sad told Iran about Turkey's efforts to topple regime before

SYRIA'S PRESIDENT BASHAR AL-ASSAD WITH
IRANIAN SUPREME LEADER AYATOLLAH ALI
KHAMENEI IN TEHRAN. (FILE PHOTO: REUTERS)

Syria's opposition is a 'delicate coalition":The Syrian National
Council was recognised internationally after the beginning of the
civil war in Syria in 2011 as the representative of Syrians on the
international scene, where it has engaged in several rounds of nego-
tiations. But the council has lost its influence at home over the years,
said Al Jazeera's Resul Serdar. "The opposition is a fragmented, deli-
cate coalition," he said."And while they were losing their force in
Syria, the armed groups were gaining more and more power," said
Serdar, noting that the council was eventually reduced to a "symbolic
government that is living abroad but with no power in Syria".Council
leaders have said they are recognising the transitional government in
Syria but that they expect them to share power with other
groups.Syria's de facto leader, al-Sharaa, for his part, has made clear
that while all Syrians are welcome to participate in the new political
process, they can do so as individuals and not as part of a power-
sharing agreement between factions.

"He said that the new Syria is not going to be based on power
sharing," said Serdar. "There will be one government and one Syria.
Every opposition figure is welcome to come and contribute individu-
ally to rebuild Syria, but not as entities."

trade. From an ideological standpoint, they also show the
United States and its allies that Israel's dominance in the
region won't go unchallenged.

The Houthi rebels have claimed responsibility for

"THERE'S BEEN EXCHANGE  jattacks on international ships in the Red Sea since the
IN INTELLIGENCE, THERE  beginning of Israel's war in Gaza. (Houthi Military
HAVE BEEN MILITARY  Media/Handout via Reuters)

ADVISERS FROM RUSSIA IN "But the thing to remember here is that the Houthis are
SANA'A, AND THERE'S  not Hamas. The Houthis are not Hezbollah. The Houthis are,
BEEN SOME FIGHTERS  first and foremost, a domestic group, and they've got domestic

FROM THE HOUTHIS  gims, and they see their international actions through that
REPORTEDLY GOING TO  prism," Professor Phillips says. "They want to govern all of
FIGHT IN UKRAINE AS  Yemen, and particularly they want to gain access to and
WELL."  control over its most resource-rich areas. That's [their]
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primary goal. "They aren't going to be - or they'll be very
wary of being seen as - 'guns for hire' for Vladimir Putin
and Russia. The Houthis have always done what the
Houthis want to do. "There is a strong convergence of
interests between Russia and the Houthi rebels, but their
relationship is unlikely to replace what Moscow has lost in
Syria. One meeting on the sidelines of the Doha Forum
heralded the beginning of the end of Putin's cosy
relationship with Assad.

Now there's most likely a full agenda for meetings with
other players, as he looks to exert his influence in the
region and beyond.Assad has been defeated in Syria. What
happens next? No doubt it is a million Dollar question. Only
time will provide the answer.  (With input from - agencies)
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THE ENTRY POINTS
INTO THE HOME AND
TO DIFFERENT ROOMS
AND DOORS MAKE IT
SAFE AND SECURE.
THEY SEPARATE INTERI-
OR SPACES FOR PRIVACY
AND CAN WITHSTAND
CLIMATE CHANGE OR
CHALLENGES, MAKING
THEM A RELIABLE AND
LASTING ADDITION TO
THE SPACE.

o

Entrni:e at

the erstwhile Claremont(Left) and now
Kirti Estate, Dalhousie(Right) Collections - Chander P Mahajan

oors are integral parts of buildings, both
functional and aesthetic; though strength
and durability is as important.

The entry points into the home and to different
rooms and doors make it safe and secure. They
separate interior spaces for privacy and can
withstand climate change or challenges, making
them a reliable and lasting addition to the space.

W With the rich textures and weathered finishes;

each door tells its own story.

I love traditional doors.To me, it is a blend of
timeless beauty and cultural richness. The
fascination with antique doors has made a lasting
impression on the space around them, adding
warmth and positive energy.

The reclaimed doors at Claremont (now Kirti
Estate) appear to have been craftedfrom time-tested
dense woods; they maintain their form and beauty
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Doors of Geneva, Switzerland
Collections - Chander P Mahajan

Aged, the natural patina of these doors creates a
striking visual appeal. Crafted, perhaps, from the
finest local timbers, these doors embody the richness
and antiquity of the 'Chamba State heritage' with a
tinge of British styles. On the whole, the door's
interior matches its exterior side.The rustic vintage is
both functional and simple.

Here the doors enhance the architectural appeal
of the structure; besides enabling ventilation.

B Integrating symbolic elements into a 'sliding
door design 'brings a deeper significance to the
space.

The emblem at the top reflects our eternal love;
V stands for Vishav Kirti & I am CP. The fabrication is
not merely a sturdy barrier. Besides the aesthetic
appeal, itblends functionality with my philosophy;
combining timeless elegance with modern
design.The locking mechanism is aptly camouflaged.

The componentsmake the overall getup. A blend
of steel and polycarbonate (PC), a transparent
thermoplastic sheet steals the show. Wrought iron
gates are the expensive options when it comes to gate
materials, though they rust when exposed to

{(5ates of Geneva, Switzerland and Dalhousie, Chamba moisture and oxygen in the air.
. i . y B The created opening in the wall is a doorway; a
Hi machal, India Collections - Chander P Mahajan door is an operable barrier. Conventionally, it is a panel
that fits into the doorway of a building and the rooms.
from the days goneby. It has a feel of both rustic Besides helping with climate control by securing
elegance and vintage beauty. passages into the building, doors provide natural
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ART & CULTURE

- : 148
The sliding gate, the folding entrance, the reclaimed doars ;
and the lattice door at Kirti Estate and Kirti Cottage. Entrances to Temples, Grand Homes; and
Coflections - Chander P Mahajan | | the Gates Collections - Chander P Mahajan

light and air to rooms; also contributing
to the insulation. Internal doors define
space for convenience, privacy, safety,
and security. They contribute to the
overall architectural appeal of a
structure.

B So many unique doors adorn
temples, palaces, forts, hotels and grand
homes. I like the vintage carved wooden
door of Chhatrari temple in Chamba.

While in Geneva, the wheels on the
gates reminded me of the 'Time Wheels
of Buarani' back home.

Wooden door at many a location
creates a welcoming entrance.Thecolour
symbolizes positivity and abundance. A
clear, visible nameplate outside is
believed to attract positive energy. The
designs of these doors are deeply

the doorway/portal, by sliding on a
plane parallel to the frame, by folding in
angles on a parallel plane, or by
spinning along an axis at the center of
the frame) to allow or prevent ingress or
egress.

Owing to space constraints, a
typical folding door is put in position in
the guest bathroom of Kirti Estate.

A door's essential and primary
purpose is to provide security by
controlling access to the doorway
(portal).

Doors are commonly attached by
hinges but can move by other means,
such as slides or counterbalancing.

The intricate latticework at the
entrance door of 'KIRTI COTTAGE' (1984-
85), erstwhile "WANSBECK" (1937-

inspired by the rich and awe-inspiring Abowe - Chbustrar Temple, Charnba Bl ow - Rahtad Fart, 38),enthralls me in Khanyara village of
Swiss culture, with their value further Behar|Lefl} Tha Diine Hima, Sidhpoer Dharams hala (Faght) Kangra.

enhanced by influences from French Caliactions - Chandar P Mahajan The Bahubali main gate at the
traditions. Secretariat in Telangana has just been

B A royal antique door can elevate even the simplest home. Awell-  removed to the surprise of the locals. A new gate will be built as per
crafted one offers both style and security. At Rohtas Fort the Vaastu's stipulations at a whopping amount of money, as reported.
architecture at the entrance is amazing. Besides enhancing the ambience and elegance, the entrance

The door may be able to move in various ways (at angles away from  sets the tone.
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Why India’s Food
Is the Best in the World

TYLER COWEN

American economist

write this from Kerala, on the southwest coast of India, on one of the last

days of my eighth trip to this country. I've been to most of its major regions

and cities, and over the decades I have traveled to more than 100 countries.
All of which is setup for an admittedly bold claim, and one I don’t make light-
ly: India has the best food in the world.

For me, it is common for a random meal here, sometimes costing only a few
dollars, to be more enjoyable than one from a starred Michelin restaurant in
Paris. In India, the flavors are more vivid; the vegetables are at least as fresh
and varied the astonishments more common. Food in India is just flat-out
better than most of what you get elsewhere, with the possible exception of
China, which I have not visited in several years.

Why is the food so good? I have several overlapping hypotheses, most of
them coming from my background as an economist. Interestingly, India’s
culinary advantages can be traced to some good and some not-so-good aspects
of Indian society.
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